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March 2, 1999

The Honorable J. Joseph Curran, Jr.
Attorney General of Maryland
200 Saint Paul Place
Baltimore, MD 21202-2120

Re: Self Defense / Police Responsibility

Dear Mr. Curran:

Please clarify the following issues as codified by existing Maryland law:

• Police responsibility and/or obligation to protect and defend private citizens

• Police responsibility and/or obligation to protect society as a whole

• Police civil liability when response time is too slow to prevent injury or death

• Circumstances under which the police can use deadly force to protect life

• Circumstances under which the police can use deadly force to protect property

• Circumstances under which private citizens can use deadly force to protect life

• Circumstances under which private citizens can use deadly force to protect property

• Circumstances under which private citizens have an obligation to retreat when confronted by

an intruder in the home

• Circumstances under which private citizens have an obligation to retreat when confronted by

an attacker on a public street or in a public place

As always, please feel free to contact me with any questions that you may have.

Kindest personal regards,

John H. Josselyn
Legislative Vice President
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